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© avior of Russia
BY ISAAC F. MARCOSSON.

(Author of "The Rebirth of Russia," "The War
After the War," etc.)

A WEEK before the Russian rev¬

olution Alexander Kerensky
was scarcely known outside
of the immediate circles of

the labor party in Petrograd; when I
arrived in Ret rograd. hot on the heels
of the historic happenings that over¬
threw the czar, his name was on every
tongue and, before a month had passed,
he was part of Russia's prayers. Here
wa3 a poor and practically obscure
young man.he was barely thirty-five
when he came into his great promi¬
nence.who in a single week assumed
the role of nation savior and made
himself the Rloyd George of his coun¬

try.
History records no rise so swift or so

sensational. The man's achievement
makes him the one distinct and out¬

standing personality of that whole
crowded eporh that changed the face
Of Russia.

I met Kerensky under circumstances
that. had they been staged for the oc¬

casion. could not more fittingly inter¬
pret t])>-. character of th«- man and the
imne: pr rt he was playing* in the
drama of liberation. He had
hardly acclimated himself to the min¬
isterial atmosphere when I called upon
him a t 1 -i«? office in the ministry of
justice. The appointment was for 10
o'clock in tiir mornimr. and 1 arrived
there a few minutes' before that time.

*
A-

The crowd in the anteroom indicated
that T was at a tribune of the people,
because the throng that filled nearly
all the available space represented the
derr^cra'-'y of the hour. Oenerals em¬

blazoned with orders rubbed shoulders
¦with unwa.shed privates. You saw mer¬
chant and washerwoman, priest and
atheist. i:plifter and radical, all part
of the pro-eye-ion that had come to the
cabinet of a father confessor.
Sharply at 10 o'clock the door opened:

a pale face peered nut. bowed, smiled
and then withdrew. Kerensky was siz¬
ing up his audience. An attendant then
appeared and escorted ten private sol¬
diers into the inner chamber. After
£.n interval of ten minutes they emerged
and wont their way. My time had ar¬
rived. because an officer.one of twd
were in constant attendance upon the
minister, for he is the only member of
the government who had armed guard
..appeared and asked me to step inside.

I followed him and found myself in
a small, bare room. There was not a
picture on the v.-alls. Rut the 'moment
I entered I felt that the place was
vibrant with a definite presence. That
presence was incarnated in the spare,
almost ascetic figure of a man who sat
at a plain flat-topped desk, fingering
some papers. It was Kerensky. As I
appeared he rose, came forward, with
his hand outstretched, saying:

"J am very sorry to have kept you
waiting, hut T had to see a delegation
of soldiers from the front. They came
to me straight from the trenches, and
they wanted to tell me their trouble^immediately I hape you didn't mind."

It was done with genuine charfn and
with a wist fulness that was very cap-
tivating. I saw at once how and why
Kerensky had succeeded with his fel¬
low-men. He -.'as very human. He
sat down and talked in a steady stream
for an hour. Only Roosevelt surpasses
h!m in ceaseless flow of speech. He
talks as he has lived.earnestly, pas¬
sionately. completely. Russian is the
only language he knows. He plays
on it as upon an instrument and it is
tremulovs with emotion. Every effort
be makes is a sap at his vitality. He
fairly drains the we 11 springs of his
life.
Rut more impressive than his speech

is the appearance of the rnan. His
face is white, almost to ghastliness;
his cheeks ar* gaunt, his eyes are deep,
black, lustrous; he looks like one who
has suffered and straggled and borne
the great burdens. He incarnates the
stuff of which martyrs are made.

V»"e talked of many things that April

ALEXANDER KERENSKY.
(Photo by Paul Thompson.)

day.of war. peace, democracy, the
whole chaos ir.io which the world
seemed plunged. He displayed an

amazing: knowledge of affairs, and I
was not surprised to find that his two
admirations were Lloyd George and
Lincoln. Consciously he has made the
lives of these two great K-aders the
models for his own. Unconsciously he
has become, so far as his public
career is concerned, the prototype of
the first. Who knows but what he
may not share with the great Ameri¬
can emancipator the glory of a kindred
martyrdom.

*
* *

At the very moment that I talked
with Kerensky the world.or rather
that part of Jt which was lined up with
the allied cause.was trombling with
anxiety as to whether Russia would
make a separate peace. I put the ques¬
tion squarely up to the then minister
of justice. Quirk as a flash he replied:

"So long as I have any influence
over my people Russia will make no

separate peace. The whole cause of
the world freedom hangs upon the suc¬
cessful outcome of the war against
I'russian militarism. A separate peace
v, ould defeat every purpose of world
liberalism."
The talk then turned to the part

that America would play in the war.
Kerensky's eye kindled, and even his

pale face took on for the first time
th<* faintest semblance to a flush.
"Ah!" he replied, "America's coming

into the war at the same hour Russia
found her freedom is more than a co¬
incidence. It is almost providential.
So far as the war is concerned, Amer¬
ica's entry means fresh hope, larger
Impetus and a completer guarantee of
ultimate victory."
"How about America's share in the

peace-making?" I continued.
"If President Wilson in making his

so-called 'peace without victory' speech
spoke for the whole American people
and not as a diplomat," he answered,
"then America and Russia should domi¬
nate the peace conference. Neither
Russia nor America has any desire
for conquest. We are not in this war
for annexation, but to safeguard de¬
mocracy. Peace must mean equality,
and, with it, the larger freedom."
Kerensky told me that, up to Janu¬

ary 1, there had be^n more than a mil¬
lion intermittent desertions from the
Russian army; that the sh'-ll output
had been reduced 7.r> per cent through
failure to operate the iron mines and
furnaces: that railway transportation
had almost reached thr point of de¬
moralization when the revolution
broke.
"if this state of affairs had kept up."

he said, "there would not hav- been any
talk of separate peace. Rimsia would
have been 'overwhelmed by her en* mies
without, aided by her enemies within.

Now you pee why the revolution suc¬
ceeded. why it was unanimous."
Equally unanimous is the conviction

in Russia that the great upheaval
found its inspired sponsor and steward
in this spare, lean-limbed, hectir man
who is today the idol of his people.
What sort of individual is this who

lias made himself benevolent dictator
of Russia? Probe into his brief but
busy life and you find the ideal formu¬
la of democratic leadership. Kerensky
incarnates every principle of democ¬
racy. He is democracy.
So rapid was his rise to fame that the.

human interest historians had great
difficulty in placing him. He was born
at Simbirsk, where his father was prin¬
cipal of the local high school. He re¬
ceived hiVs first instruction at Tashkent,
where he completed the high school
course, after which he was graduated
in law at the University of Petrograd.
He could not alTord to embark at once
upon the uncertain sea of a new legal
practice, so he became assistant to a
commissioner of oaths and subsequent¬
ly became one of these officials himself.
While at school Kerensky was known

fr>r his ready speech and fervid ora¬
tory, which let loose at the slightest
provocation. When he finally took up
his law practice in Petrograd he im¬
mediately allied himself with the labor
party and, at once made his presence
felt. 111 his practice he specialized in
political cases and on more than one oc¬
casion defended his clients with such
impassioned force and with such unre¬
strained condemnation of reactionary
methods that he narrowly escaped pros¬
ecution himself. T>evpite his reputation
for more or less irresponsible declama¬
tion. he showed real strength of char¬
acter. and, when this quality was put to
the test at the sup-erne crisis of his
life, it stood revealed like pure gold.
His attitude in th#* fourth duma, to
which he was elected from the govern¬
ment of Saratoff, heightened the im¬
pression that perhaps this young
spread-eagle orator, who had a speech
for every occasion, was something of a
man after all.
Such was the brief and unadorned

approach to that great hour when Ke¬
rensky was to stand disclosed ks the
real republic maker. His contact and
association with the revolutionary
workmen groups enabled him to keepin close touch with everything that was
transpiring during these momentous
weeks in Febr*uary and early March
when hunger, irritation and the longsmoldering protest against iron des¬
potism were slowly but surely bring¬
ing revolt to a head. Althouerh he was
a member of the duma, his real inter¬
est and association, born of every bond
of birth and conviction, was with the
extremists.
When the revolution broke, he found

himself in a curiously anomalous situa¬
tion. The conservatism of the duma
claimed his loyalty, while, on the other
hand, the fierce and unrestrained radi¬
calism of the socialists and their allies
in the council of workmen's and sol¬
diers' delegates appealed to his fervor
and his imagination. Never was a man
so beset. He might have allied him¬
self with the redsf become their flam¬
ing leader and gone straight to the
presidency of the rampant republic they
were pr'»claiming.
But Kerensky cast his lot with rea¬

son, and, with the great decision.it
was merely part of his destiny.he be¬
came Russia's handy man. With his
colleague. Oheidze, he formed the link
between the radicals and the duma dur¬
ing the days when dissension and dis¬
cord threatened the very life of the
r.ew freedom. He dominated every sit¬
uation: faced all the crises that crowd¬
ed so thick and fast.

*
* *

It was Kerensky almost more than
any other man w^o put the respect of
justice into the heart of the revolution
and made the restraint, which was one

of the miracles of that miraculous hour,
possible. He dictated the policy that
abolished capital punishment. He made
himself responsible for the safety of
the royal family and urged clemency
for the reactionaries. Thus it followed
that the arrests of men like Sturmer and
l'rotopopoff and others, who had de¬
bauched the nation and made the reign
of reaction one long agony for the Rus¬
sian people, were bloodless.
The arrest of the arch-traitor Suk-

homlinoff, who. as minister of war, sold
the war secrets to the Germans that

brought on the Galiclan reverses, came
near to .beirtg nn exception. It pro¬
vided a sensational episode and like¬
wise gave Kerensky one of his spec¬
tacular opportunities. Sukhomlinoff
was found in the apartment, of a friend
and dragged in full uniform to the
duma. The restraint which had mark¬
ed the taking of most of the oppressors
vanished at the sight of the betrayer
of his country. There was a rush to
rend him. Kerensky heard the uproar
and placing himself before the shud¬
dering and cowering figure said dra¬
matically:
"Every man in Russia is now to have a

fair trial. 1 shall he responsible for Suk¬
homlinoff. If you kill him, you must kill
me first."

It was the first enunciation of the new
rule of justice, and it prevailed. Suk¬
homlinoff was stripped of his epaulettes
and led off to join his colleagues of au¬

tocracy in the dungeon of the 9UI fortress
of Saints Peter and Paul, whose guns
even then were sounding the requiem of
the monarchial power.
How Kerensky survived those grilling

weeks was a miracle. His none too ro¬

bust constitution was subjected to a well-
nitch incredible strain. Day and night he
was in almost continuous conference
pleading, debating, arguing. His old
radical coworkers charged him with mod¬
eration. When he rose to speak in the
public assemblies ho was frequently the
target of bitter verbal attack. When he
went forth in the sfroets his life was in
constant danger. He lived on his nerves.
Only his Indomitable will kept him going.
How 'lid he achieve his ultimate and

compelling triumph over all obstacles? In
the answer is his first kinship with Lloyd
George. 1^ lies in an oratory that is per¬
haps his greatest gift. Like the wizard
Welshman who has stood so often in
Pritain's breach, he speak" with an

emotion that becomes a sweeping flood of
passion. He lacks the Lloyd George bril-
liancy of imagery, and he has r.on*» of
the poetry and vision which are the birth¬
right of "England's darling." Put he
has a personal appeal that is well-nigh
irresistible. It is convincing because it is
sincere.

*
* *

Linked with this sincerity Is an iron
courage. During the whole period of
riotous upheaval when the new govern¬
ment was shaping and when Petrograd,
intoxicated with its new liberty, had
swung from one extreme to another, he
risked everything for his convictions. He
bearded his defiers whatever the cost.
"When his one-time associates, now en¬

throned in the council of workmen's and
soldiers' delegates, accused him of dis¬
loyalty. he went straight to their midst
and defended himself.
With that fine sense of the dramatic

which he shares with Lloyd George, he
suddenly appeared in the assembly cham¬
ber. His coming had been unheralded. As
he entered the room his name had just
been uttered with derision and almost
contempt by one of his socialistic critics.
Fie strode swiftly down the aisle to the
rostrum and faced the crowd. Instantly
there was silence. His pallid face was
whiter than usual, but his eyes flashed
with fire He looked about him for a mo¬
ment and then began what was in many
respects one of his greatest speeches. Cer¬
tainly it was one of his most characteris¬
tic. He went straight to the point. In
ringing tones he said:

"I have heard that rumors have been
active among you to the effect that I
am be^inniner to weaken in my at¬
titude toward the old government and
to trie czar's family. I have heard that
there are some among you who dare to
mistrust me. I warn all that I will not
permit the man who says this to show
distrust of me. and In my person to
insult the Russian democracy. I ask
you either to exclude me from your
midst or to place your implicit trust In
me. I shall work for your welfare so

long as I retain your trust and so long
as all are frank with me. Put people
have appeared who desire to sow the
seeds of disunion among us. Remem¬
ber that, in the nan e of national duty,
we must all work together, and if you
wish, I will work with you. If you
wish otherwise.I will go away. I want
to know, do you believe in me or do you
not?"
There could only be one response to

such an appeal.a superb ovation that
literally swept the speaker vr his feet.

Sl"KIfOMLI\OFF, THK TRAITOR (IN FOREGROUND), SAVED FROM CROWD
RY KEREX.SkY.

Ho was carried around the room on the
shoulders of a half a dozen brawny
delegates. After that speech all
criticism of Iverensky ceased. Hence¬
forth his leadership was implicitly,
almost blindly, followed.
Korensky has all of Lloyd George's

genius of being able to sound out the
populace and finding out. what it wants.
Like his Welsh colleague, ho makes
ev< ry speech seem to lie a direct and
personal appeal to every individual in
his audience. It is one of the master
elements in the formula of successful
popular oratory.

Scarcely had the revolution subsided
before Korensky visited the front and
asked the soldiers in the trenches to
stand by the new order. He also made
a flying trip to Helsingford, the capital
of Finland, and made an eloquent ad¬
dress to the Finnish parliament. He
made this trip with characteristic
swiftness, so swift in fact that he did not
even have a passport and was arrested
on the Russian frontier. He got
through, however. Unannounced he
rose in the chamber and claimed the
privileges of the floor, saying:

"I am Kerensky, the new minister of
justice, and I want to talk to you about
the new government,"

?
* *

In similar abrupt fashion he descend¬
ed one day upon a sewing circle, com¬

posed of fashionable women doing Red
Cross work. Almost before they had
time to wonder who or what he was,

he said:
"I am Kerensky the Red. Don't be

alarmed. I won't bite you. I merely

came here to tell you that we radicals
are not as bad as we are painted. When
you go home you can tell your family
and friends that the new government
seeks no man's life. All it wants Is
intelligent co-operation from every¬
body."
Thus Kerensky went his way, placat¬

ing the unruly, harmonizing the dis¬
cordant.a tower of -trength to the new
order. Life for him became one long
and impassioned public service. It was
his overwhelming appeal that swung
the socialists into line with the provi¬
sional government and made the coali¬
tion cabinet possible at a time when a
counter revolution seemed inevitable
and the fate of the infant liberty
trembled in the balance.
In this pregnant moment of accord

which really saved the Russian de¬
mocracy he again demonstrated the
astounding parallel of Lloyd George.
He stepped from the ministry of jus¬
tice into the portfolio of war and be¬
gan what will probably become a pro¬
gressive journey toward the premier¬
ship.
If up to this time any man had ques¬

tioned the bigness of Kerensky, his
attitude now removed all doubt. Ker¬
ensky was a socialist and therefore
an anti-imperialist. Yet in the mo¬
ment when he felt that his country
needed a great sacrifice he met the
emergency. No contrast in his life of
contrasts was sharper It was even
more pronounced than the spectacle
of Lloyd George, the one-time pro-
Boer and pacifist, sitting in the seat
of Kitchener.
Shortly after he became minister of

war Kerensky made one of the many
dramatic and intimate illuminations of

tils character. The whole country was

aqulver with curiosity as to the policy
>f the socialist warrior. lie lost no

lime in making his creed known. A
congress of peasants had just con¬

vened in Petrograd. These w#»re his
own people and to them he made his
first declaration of the new principles
md with all the Are and passion at his
command.
"Soldiers, sailors and officers," he

said. "I call upon you to make a Inst
heroic effort- 1 am your servant. Help
me to show the world that the lius-
sian army is not a demolished temple,
but that it is strong and formidable,
capable of making itself respected
and of defending the free republic of
democratic Russia. It may appear
Btrange that a civilian, who was never
a soldier, has undertaken the heavy
task of restoring discipline in the
army, hut 1 have accepted it because
I understand that this discipline is
based on honor, duty and reciprocal
respect.
"I havft never known what this dis¬

cipline is, but nevertheless I propose
to introduce an iron d:sci;>i!ne into the
army, and I am sure 1 .-hail succeed.
This discipline is necessary, not only
at the front, but also in the interior
of the country, in order to bring the
liberty which has been conquered into
the constituent assembly.
"I amshortly going to the front. Al¬

low me, therefore, to say in the
trenches that the Russian peasants are
to have the land which belongs to them
and that no force shall take it from
them, but also allow me to say that
In order to achieve this object every
one shall do his duty toward the war
In a spirit of self-sacrificc."

*
* *

Petrograd was still ringing with the
cheers that followed this outburst
when Kerensky issued his famous first
order of the day to the Russian army-
It rang with the clarion call to duty
and action. The order was as follows:
"The country is in danprer and each

one must do what he can to avert It.
No request to be allowed to resign
made in the desire to escape responsi¬
bility at a time so grave as the pres¬
ent will be accepted by me. Deserters
are enjoined to return to the army
and fleet at once. All infractions of
these instructions will be severely
punished."
But Kerensky did more than Issue

stirring order to his troops. He drama¬

tized them into an action that not only
thrilled all Russia to the core, but

made the rest of the world literally sit

up. He led Russia's troops against the
Germans and turned a wavering atti¬
tude toward the whole Russian army
into an alert confidence in the might
of the Slav right arm.

All through June the Russian armies
seemed to be inert.

"Will Russia ever strike?" was the
universal question. Kerensky answer¬
ed it and in a manner eminently his
own. He went to the first army, made
one of his melodramatic speeches, urg¬
ing them to take the long-deferred of¬
fensive. and then, at the head of a

charging column, actually led the van
in an assault -upon the German
trenches. He galvanized the long-un¬
willing Russian army into a mighty
and victorious force; it netted a bag of
more than 16.000 German prisoners.
More than this, it put the punch baclc
into the Russian army and almost over¬

night reinstated the country into the
respect of its allies. Once more Keren¬
sky had made good.
No man who has watched Russia In

the perilous days of her transition can
question the fact that much of the fu¬
ture of the nation lies in' the hollow of
Kerensky's hand. Up to him was

placed squarely the task of instilling
into the millions, simple, honest, illit¬
erate and childlike, his people, the
message of democracy. No other man
in the country could attempt it with
any hope of success. What he can do
remains to be seen.
But one thing is certain, so long as

Kerensky lives, so long will reason
rule. The man who was the cement of
the revolution will remain the rock of
reconstruction.
(Copyright, 1917, by the Bell Syndicate, Inc.)

Fredlericli H. Allen Tells of CHansfes Present War Has Made in Figpntisn||
I-/OVE jour people. Your coun¬

try, it is wonderful." remarked
Marshal J offre when in Wash¬
ington, v-'it.h one of those com¬

pelling smiles of his. "but. gentlemen, do

you know I am afraid it will take me a

long time to catch up with things, ways

of making war change every day now;

almost every hour."
Said another French general: 'One

might as well throw Into the fire text
books and manuals concerning warfare
written before August, 1914."

Every army officer knows such state¬
ments are not hyperbole. Every sincere

student of military strategy Is willing to

admit that he has had to unlearn the old
arid learn anew most of the tilings he

now knows about war as It is now pro¬
gressing on the blood-drenched battle¬
fields of Europe.
A short while ago there came to Wash¬

ington a man who probably is better
quali'hd than any oiher American civilian
to describe tncsw change.*--. He came at
the re-'^ue-.t of a con*:?-.- ¦.'.monai <;. nmnitieu
which c- looking ir:t«> jhe j»r««.; build¬
ing acropiano.-:. winch have helped r«-vo-
luSti'.rnze war "ri land ;u lias the sub-
j.'idnrw on the soas.

This man, Frederick If. Allen of New
York. hMauso he is a layman, is fitted
to teli laymen in terms they can under¬
stand the changes that military men

know. He has had rare opportunity for
observation -better perhaps than any
other American layman. Ii.- observed
v. h th" eyes of a business man whose
in bby i::-.s been th- study of military
} oiiicMis, and he h.as approached the

or.is of Europe with the open
d of a layman, unhampered by train-

ir.n si: any j-*rti< alar n.il.tary sc hool.
Wonders worked in latter-day light-

in;* K; The a-iop'am or he ss.: marine
already are by-words with the civilian,
nut l.r.w !i:;.ny civilians realize the

ni'.: r«,f { he j sng of cavalry,
Th- v;..s: ly n ¦¦¦< < ,-ed important of ar-

t;!i'-ry, th- of th-* ril'o and the
coming of the gr« t ade. the bayonet, the
T voivi ' h»* t.-1!-i role of the huinhle
frj-ad..-. b.. r.«-«i win. trench moitars, the
1- viva 1 <: the Iteif.ici of- the days «-f
th«- cras:s<ith- ? now for tanks
and .' *¦. r battery, the
?.mploy n lit. of anuan'la^e? And one
J: t as well talk «' Ii eek MS discuss

hat iori in :. e .-s" a "tir de
birra;- E\ -is »r-n.ch hinting, an in-
i.ov:: t of th- p:«. a: -a orhi War. has
ui de st r;k:n * n.Mfihcations since
th- b"g:--n.
Mr. All-n was in France w hen the war

broke out as a ir.. n.ber of a commis¬
sion. headed b¦ Senator Fletcher of
Florida, to study munl-ipal conditions.
He was requested by Ambassador Mer¬
rick. it will be reea!".-.,j, to head the
American relief committee in Paris.
He organized the A meric-in-French Fly¬
ing Corps, now the hafaycUe Flying
Squadron, of which he is director, and
aided in recruiting the 150 young men
who have won recognition from the.
French government for valiant, skill¬
ful and heroic service.
Five times since 1914 has Mr. Allen

beer, at the French front. He inspected
the# British and Belgian fronts hast
summer. When he returned to Paris
bust year from the French front the
m:|iste.r of war. In Paris, assigned one
of Ids best staff officers to go over with

*
» *

i

Mr. Allen his observations made on
these tours. All of which is simply by¬
way of showing that Mr. Alien's obser¬
vations. though the report of a layman,
have a military value, and that value
is appreciated not only by members of
<'or ress. but by army officers here
w ith whom ^jie has been in frequent
< ( r>. ultatuiii<
"This war demands new methods,'* he

stated. "Now that we have embarked
on the great world war, one of the
most Important things is for all of us
to realize the necessity of training our
young soldiers in these new ways of
warfare.
"For example, a great change has

taken place in the relative value In
battle of the infantry, artillery, cav¬
alry and other branches of military
service. In the infantry, the day of
'serried ranks' has gone. The infantry-

I'RRDFRICK H. AI.f.KN.

man has become an individualized
fU'hter. <;#»n. I'etain «aid to me, 'It is
cannon, and more cann« n. 1 would
teach ever> soldier to be a grenadier.
Ah for rifles, you might a:; well put
then) in a museum.'

¦*H«- meant that the fight of the in¬
fantry n»>w i> the rush, after the ar¬
tillery p-t paratJon, then the close
fi'-'hi with hand grenades, revolver,
bayonet or whatever is easiest to

A French soldier told me that
their best grenadiers (throwers of
1 nd grenades) were the Basques,
whose favorite game is 'peh'te,' a ball
game, and our own base ball players
should make the best grenadiers in the
,w >rld. because of their experience on
the diamond."

.
? *

Mr. Alien recalled that the wars of
I/Ouis XIV were largely siege warfare,
the defense being the stronger, and that
Frederick the Great and Napoleon de¬
veloped the power of the offense.
"We Americans began strengthening

the defensive, making rifle pits in the
civil war. but the strength of the trench
for defense was not fully brought odt
until the Germans settled down on the
Aisne after the battle of the Marne.

During the war of movement in the
first six weeks the French utilized their
villages for defensive positions, loop-
holing stone houses for the rifles of
their infantry. At the end of August,
11*14. I went along thirty miles of the
French front without seeing a trench.
I>ater. when I was motoring over the
battlefield of the Marne, the only
trenches I saw were long, straight
ditches, although in some places breast¬
works had been built. The allies then
had not fully realized the possibilities
of defensive war."
Two important new instruments in

the war were introduced by the Ger¬
mans. Mr. Allen said, the mobile heavy
artillery and the complicated trench
system, with deep dugouts, communica¬
tion trenches and support trenches.
"Against the modern trench light

field cannon and shrapnel were of no
avail, and, after the inauguration of
trench warfare, in 1014." he said, "the
French and English had to utilize such
big naval guns or coast fortification
guns as they could lay their hands
on, until they were abb- to manufac¬
ture long-rantre uuns and big how¬
itzers like those they now xir-r-.
"The attacks by the itritish at. Neuve

Chapelle and I.o«»h and by the French
in Champagne did not entirely sir
ceed, because they were pot yet fully,
equipped with the necessary h-avy ar¬
tillery, and the co-o?*d nat ion between
the artillery and infantry was not yet
close enough. The defense was the
stronger and many predicted a stale¬
mate would end the war.
"On the Somine, however, the prob¬

lem of successful attack upon the mod¬
ern trench was largely solved by the
aeroplane, which is the greatest de¬
velopment of modern war. Guns and
air craft and the co-ordination be¬
tween them are the t n factors which
brought about a solution."
Holding this opinion, and believing

that we would be dr:,v.n into the war,
Mr. Allen was hd to tal." th" steps he
did toward forming the American Fly¬
ing Corps, believing it would be a

nucleus of trained aviators t which
the American army might by!'d.
"The airplane has developed two dis¬

tinct types, as distinct as ships in a

fleet," he explained. "The first is the
very fast fighting machine, carrying
one man with a machine gun, and H,-:
other the reconnoisarnt; or observation
machine, which carries a pilot and an

observer. This observer either reports
back to the artillery respecting the
accuracy of their fire or he carries a

powerful photographic instrument for
taking pictures of the ground beneath
him.
"The latter type of machine, much

slower and there-l'ore more vulnerable,
is protected by the fa t fight.:ig ma¬

chines, ready to beat < "T tin- ati.aekirg
enemy. During the four days 1 spent
on the Somme last .Tuly I did not see a
German machine ove* the English lines.
It was this mastery of the air which
enabled the French and English to
make their successful attacks."

? *

Experience soon showed, he contin¬
ued, that it was not enough to demolish
by high explosive shells the enemy's
trenches to be attacked, for the Ger¬
mans, with a perfect range on these
trenches with their artillery, could
shell the attacking force and often
drive them out. This could be done
often before the assailants could "con¬
solidate" themselves, or dig into the
trenches.
"Therefore It became necessary to try

to reach the German puns in the roar
and < 1 fiJ i;-.h them, or cause them to
retire, ai d also to isolate the men in
the trench to be captured by what is
called a 'tir de barrage* upon the sec-
ondary positions, so that supports and
supplies could not come up. This re¬
sult has been effected by photographic
observers.
'The result of these methods has been

the 'tir de demolition'.that isr the de¬
struction of the batteries in the rear of
the enemy's trenches or their forced
withdrawal. Then follows the final
'hurricane fire' upon the line of trench
to be captured.
"In turn the Germans met this prob¬

lem by enormously deep dugouts. <^n
the Somme I went into such captured
dugouts thirty and thirty-five feet deep.
The soldiers would lie sheltered therein
during the hurricane fire, and when
this was lifted for the infantry rush
they would come up with their rifles^
and machine puns, unless the exits were
blocked, and meet the oncoming troops
witli a heavy fusillade."

Mr. Allen told how the Knglish. in
the first day or two of their attacks,
rushed irvor the first line trenches In
some places before the Germans could
get up. and -ere shot in the back.
Experiences of this kind led to the
practice of leaving men in the trenches
to capture the dugout defrnd~rs.
"The great striking arm today is the

artillery, and the infantry is a sort of
follow-un arm Just in the old days
the artillery was used to break the
morale of the opposing infantry for
the infantry charge. while the cav¬
alry was used as a follow-up arm to
complete the rout. Gavalry today has
become almost obsolete.

"This war is a war of Instruments
and tools, and the ability to use them.
It is tiie man Uliinc th< gui thJ t
cour ts, huf if he }>aS not got the gun
he docs not count."

Referring to the difficulties to be
overcome in this '-ountry because of
fhe 1 t< k of experience, only to be
gained in actual fighting "ith the new
...et'-M.ds and our lack of equipment,
Mr. Allen e.-.lled attention to the state¬
ments of Gen. Wood, that we are with¬
out heavy .mobile artillery and modern
airnlane engines. Steps r»re being
taken, now that we re at war. to
r'. ei i v these deficiencies. Mr. Allen
added:"
"We have b^fn also without helmets,

and I ouote from the highest French
authority. "ho toVI me that the cas¬
ualties in t!:e'French attack on Cham-
j.n^ne were per cent less than ih«*y
would have been had not the French
soldiers had their steel helmets.

m
* *

"We lack tanks, of course, and we

have as yet scarcely any motor car bat¬
tery. We must provide instruments for
gas attack and gas masks. Naturally,
having been without tools, we must

now learn the vital co-operation neces¬

sary between the airplane, the big gun
and the infantry attack.
"When the Russian troops arrived In

France last summer, and many of them
were troops that had fought on the
Russian front, as splendid a body of
men as I ever saw, they got fully six
weeks or two months of extra training
at Camp de Mally before going into the
trenches. The French provided for
them artillery, aeroplane service and
bombing guns.
"During any period of activity on the

battle lines the night was almost as

bright as day with searchlights and
Hares. The use of anti-aircraft guns
requires the closest study and marvel¬
ous technical skill. Of the hundreds
of airplanes that I saw shot at only
one did I see brought down, although
the most complex system for getting
the range .had been worked out.
"Then we must learn about carn-

ouglago.that is. the painting of guns,
barracks, airplane hangars, etc., so
that to the aeroplane observer they
appear to be part of the ground on
which they stand."
Few civilians have an idea of the

organization of transport for the Im¬

mense amount of material needed by
a modern army. Mr. Allen stated that
f»f»0 miles of railway were built before
the attack on the Somme began. He
said that the French could not have
held Verdun except for the motor
trucks, thousands of which were used.
Mules, and horses made the deliveries
where the trucks could not go. Most
of these operations had to be carried
on at night.
"At the beginning of the war the

English army orlicers were Jealous of
the offers of outside help and tena¬
cious of their clique privileges," Mr.
Allen said, "but the war taught them

a lesson. Lloyd George has put some
of the ablest business men of the em¬

pire at the head of a number of de¬
partments. and Washington, fortunate¬
ly, has followed this example."
Speaking of the statements by some

experts that the war will be won in
the air, Mr. Allen said:
"The advantage of air control for all

purposes of artillery observation are

immense, and airplane attacks by
bombing lines of communication, rail¬

way centers, ammunition dumps and
concentration points are constantly in¬
creasing, as well as machine gun fire

from airplanes over moving troops in
the rear.
"The coolness and dash of our men In

the American Flying Corps have
proved thai we have splendid natural
material for airplane work.
"We also should devote our energies

to the manufacture of guns of all
caliber and their munitionment. This
work will take a long time, but should
the war drag on and should we be
compelled to send large forces to Eu¬
rope, we should make every effort to
furnish them with the necessary
artillery equipment. An army today
can never have too many guns."

ICJ

5 Tk@ Obi^irTOir L@&m§ Albmnit {£k© MM5Eftairaft S^ifframsit5'9
a ^fniiminJiniiruiriiidlrJWlriJWIdlnilrJWInlirilIiiJlrxilniJniIrJlniirJ(r»iiruJrJiri5!rx-i;iJ!AJ!rui^MrJi;lfa!lrJlrv1frJ!r^nv!r\'jr-'i''JWJ«v']r-'Jr-'iNMr^

AMONG "the Observer's friends in
this city is a young woman,

extremely mpdish, who goes in
for all things that are "vogue." This
day her fad may be short dresses. A

week from the present time imo may
shork her respected tfarenta out of
their boots by a sudden and violent in¬

terest in eugenies. She goes in for
music, tennis and the problem of the

unemployed with the same naive en¬

thusiasm. Having a small Income of
her own and a doting father and mother
(who invariably recover from the nerv¬
ous jolts she hands them), she is able
to indulge her passion for usefulness
to its fullest extent.
The Observer met her the other day

as she bounded out of an automobile
and loped toward a jeweler's shop.
When she saw him she swung in her
course and came toward him with
the enthusiasm of a half-back skirting
left end. That is her way. She calls it
her magnetism.

*
* *

"Oh why," she bubbled, "don't the
newspapers do something about this

outrage ?"
"What outrage?" inquired the Ob¬

server. He surmised she had either
lost her Pekinese or had been arrested
while driving her car at something like
forty miles hn hour.
"Those suffragists," she replied. She

added reproachfully: "Don't tell me you
aren't interested in them!"
The Observer remained neutral.
"Think of it," she declaimed, "think

of those poor women languishing in
jail because of their devotion to the
cause! Think of their self-sacrifice in
the interests of the downtrodden sister¬
hood! Think of their persecution!"
The Observer obediently thought, but

the more he thought the more incom¬
prehensible her declamation seemed to
him.
"They don't have to be locked up," he

finally suggested, meekly. "If they obey
the law as other residents of the city

The flapper uttered a piercing cry.
"I believe you're against suffrage for

women," she declared.
"On the contrary," replied the Observer,

"I sincerely favor It, only "

There waa a moment of alienee
while the flapper digested the unspoken

fct.4su;--. U-& s, <fcir V^

thought that there might be other ways
of winning suffrage than by "Worrying a

busy 'resident.
"\\'hut will all this bring them?" asked

the Observer. "Surely their tactics will
riot hasten the ballot they want. As an

advertising feature the plan is already
slumping."

"It. will aid the cause," trumpeted the
young woman crusader.
"But how?"
"I don't know," replied the feminist a

hit impatiently, as she wheeled toward
the jeweler's shop, "but it will aid the
cause.somehow."
This seemed a vague way of dismissing

the subject. The Observer started up
Pennsylvania avenue in search of a po¬
liceman who has been on the force for
years and is reputed to be endowed with
supernatural wisdom. He found this pil¬
lar of the government leaning against a

lamppost and twirling is club negli¬
gently.

*
* *

"How are these militant suffragists
going to help themselves by getting jail
sentences?" inquired the Observer.
The old policeman was not surprised.

He is never surprised. He has answered
so many questions that if suddenly asked
to point out the nearest route to heaven
he undoubtedly would make a stab at it.

"It's the change, me boy," replied the
old policeman swinging his club back and
forth. "Thim wimmin is in a rut. Here's
a chance to stir up a shindy. That always
helps a woman. Give her a chance to
pick a fight with a man an' she's happy.
"Some o' those dear girls ain't had a

chance to scrap like this for years.
This here is just like the joys of mar¬

ried life to them. I mind how my old
woman (heaven rest her. she's been
dead ten years) had to throw some¬

thing at me onet ivery so often. She
was the best wife that lver lived, but
she haul to have her scrap every onct
an' a while."
"What about the cause?" demanded

the Observer.
The old policeman grunted.
"Shucks!" he said. "What do they

care about that there cause you're
talkln' about when they can have a
real stand-up flght with a man!"
This seemed hopelessly Illogical. It

smacked too much of the old Amazonian
days.
Not far from the place where he had

talked with the old policeman the Ob-
server happened upon a wily prince of
press agrentsi who, as correspondent,
editor and army officer (he was with

Kitchener in Egypt) has developed a

comprehensive insight into human mo¬

tives.
".Help 'em?'* repeated the publicity

man after the Observer's interrogation.
"Of course it helps 'em, bless their dear
little hearts. Look at the way they've
smashed into the first page. T R. him¬
self couldn't have done a better job.
And easy, too! Why, in order to get
the publicity they've gotten a poor
chorus girl would have had to shoot
three millionaires and elope with the
mayor of New York. All these women

did was to wave some unpleasant
flags."
"But what good will come of this

publicity?" persisted the Observer.
He smiled tolerantly.
"Old, old story, my lad." he replied.

"Everybody likes to see his name in
print. Society, philanthropy.every re¬

ligious, political and social scheme of
existence.is founded on the idea of
getting your name In print."

*
* *

Again the Observer's informant seem¬

ed to be getting a little wild. The mere

fact of getting a name, or names in

print could not be all.for these women
could have rented a newspaper page,
had they been so disposed.and thereon
printed their names in letters six inches
high. No.the press agent might be
partially right, but there were flaws in
his reasoning.
Rather exhausted, the Observer drop¬

ped into the office of a suffragist. She
Is a little old woman, known to Dr.
Anna Howard Shaw and others, who
have been lifelong leaders in the move¬
ment for the universal ballot. She is
not a militant though she has suffered
privation and driven herself to the
point of exhaustion, riding miles to de¬
liver lectures in places where railroads
are only a name: sleeping under the
open sky: preaching in tents: giving of
her modest income until she reduced
herself to poverty. The Observer put
his question (it was beginning to have
a threadbare look by now) and the
little old woman laughed.
"Why it won't help them at all," she

replied.
"Why do they do it then?" asked the

Observer. pleased with his own
sapience.
"Have you ever known a woman who'd

admit to a man that she was wrong?"
asked the suffragist.
She elaborated:
"In the beginning they made a

l Then, fearing they would be jeered or sus-
peered of cowardice if they didn't keep
on the same tack, they started into the
business of making martyrs of them¬
selves. They temporarily dropped the
suffrage, issue altogether and virtually
claimed the right to annoy the Presi¬
dent whenever and wherever they
pleased. There was no question of im¬
proving: the cause in th^ir primary ac-
tions. It was merely their obdurate way
of refusing to admit that they had done
wrong when they hung out their first
banner."
"Then you don't think they've helped

themselves?"
"No woman who is guided by her

emotions instead of her mind is helping
herself," replied the old suffragist
gently.
"Rut they'll be highly satisfactory

martyrs," suggested the Observer.
"Not if the business is handled right¬

ly." said the old suffragist. "Half the
militant troubles in England lay in the
fact that the honest British male has
no sense of proportion. He insists on
treating everything seriously."
"Then "

"Laugh at thpm!" said the old suf¬
fragist vehemently. "Don't let them
make capital of injured dignity. Laugh
them out of It and they will come to
their senses.and we who need them
shall g»t real service from them."
And this struck the Observer as more

reasonable than anything he had heard.
BOBBIE HILL.

The Boy Was Right.
TT»OOD CONTROLLER HOOVER said .

the other day:
"If food prices are not controlled

they mount to famine heights. Flour,
for instance, ¦will mount to $20 a bar¬
rel next year.

"Yes. food prices must be controlled
against the profiteer, for there was a

lot of truth in the answer of the little
schoolboy.

" 'Is the world round?' his teacher
asked him.

*' 'Nome.' he said.
"'Is it fiat, then?*
" 'Nome.*
"'Child.-are you erazj'? If the world

isn't round and isn't flat, what in
heaven's name is it?"

" 'Pop says it's crooked/ said the
boy."
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